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accompanied by atrocities, Montrose's Highlanders behaved very badly in Aberdeen, and there was one horrible incident on the evening of Naseby. Far the worst thing was done after Philiphaugh by the Covenanters, when they butchered 300 women and children and, several days later, killed 50 prisoners to whom quarter had been granted, at the order of the Lords and Clergy of the Kirk. Otherwise the war was fought with unusually clean hands, until Cromwell's army disembarked in Ireland.
Money the King lacked, especially towards the end. He had many rich men on his side, particularly the Earl of Newcastle. Lord Herbert (a very interesting person who later anticipated James Watt by inventing a steam-engine) poured half a million into his war-chest in two months. Others melted their plate, diverted their rents, and mortgaged their estates for the King. Contributions were levied on occupied territory. But, with a few important exceptions, Parliament had the support of the City merchants, and, while the Navy kept the seas, London and most of the ports produced a steady revenue to support the Roundhead armies. Towards the end, when both sides could recruit as many men as they could pay and feed, Parliament's greater and more lasting income was the decisive factor.
Finally, though the strategical positions were otherwise equal, Parliament had in London an almost impregnable base. There were Royalists or at least pacifists among its poor, but the City as an organization, the City controlled by merchants, shopkeepers, and apprentices, was Puritan and Parliamentarian. Its offensive power was not negligible ; its trained bands fought well and were once induced to inarch as far as Gloucester. Its defensive strength was tremendous; it was too big to be besieged, the fleet prevented its being starved out; and it would be a bold army that ventured into its labyrinth of populous streets.
Strategy was at a discount in the opening months. If London, the ports, and a few inland towns, such as Birmingham, were undoubtedly Puritan, jiothiag else was